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Preamble

Subjefts of
France 1o en-
joy the fame
rights as citi-
zens of this
ftate, &c.

Provifo.

L AWS of MARYLAND.
| CH AP VIE
An ACT to declare and afeertain the privileges of the fubje@s of
France refiding ‘within this'ftate, - % @a .0
WHEREAS% in and by the thirteenth article of the treaty of amity and

commerce between his Moft Chriftian Majetty ‘and the nitéd States

of America, it is provided that the fubjeés and inhabitants of the faid
United States, or any of them, fhdll nat be reputed aubains in France, and con-
fequently fhall be exempted from the.drejt,d'aubasn, or - otherfimilar duty, under
what name foever they may by teftament, donation, or otherwife, difpofe of their
goods, moveable and immoveable; and their heirs, fubjects of the faid, United
States,? refiding whether in France of; ellewhdre, Hpy fuccéd] ” thém nteflaks
without being obliged to obtain letters of ‘naturalizagion, and withe ig
effect of this corceflion contefted- or impeded, undéf pretext of ardy rights ‘or
rogatives of provinces, citics, amprivate perfons, “and thé faidvheirs; ~wisther duch
by particular title, or b inteftat, thould be exempt from the drost d "detraition, or
other duty of the fame kind, faving, -neverthelefs; the -local Aghts or duties, as
much and as long as fimilar ones are. not ‘eftablifhed by. the United States.or,any
of them : And whereas the exemptions aforefaid have been confirmed by 3 decla-
ration of the Moft Chriftian King, bearing " ddte "the twentg-fixth ‘dry-oF July,
anno domini {eventeen hundred andﬁ_ﬁ;yenty-eight, by which i,.g is alfo eftablithed,
that the fubjects of the United Stateés ‘of America {hell ehjoy within his dominions -
the privileges of nations the moft favoured: And whereas, as well upon the
ground of equality and reciprocity, as becaufe of the generous and important aid
afforded to the United States by the Moft Chriftian King, their great and dluftri-
cus ally, in the prefent war with Great-Britain, fuitable returng are due.from the
faid flates in general, and from this in particular, by granting and eftablithing,
on our part, like and {pecial privileges and advantages in favour of the fubjects of
France : ) ’ ) o :

II. We it theretore enadted, by the gemeral affembly of Maryland, That the
fubjects of Franee within this ftate, who have come or may comie to fojourn or
refide within the fame, for the purpofes of commerce or otherwife, fhall have and
enjoy all and every the rights, privileges and exemptions, of the full and free ci-
tizens of the ftate,r without taking any oath, or giving any-promife of allegiance or
fidelity to this ftate. R

HI. Provided alinaps, That nothing herein contained fthall be'confirued to
grant to the fubje@s of France, or the other dominions of his Moft €hriftian Ma-
jefty, who fhall continue fubjects of his faid Majefty, and not qualify themfelves
as citizens of this ftate; :any right to purchafe or hold lands or real eftate, ‘but for
their refpective lives or for years, or to inveft them with the privilege of voting in
any election; or ‘the. capacity of enjoying - any civil office, or of being eligible as
governor, member-of the council, or general affembly, oras a delegate to congrefs.

IV. 9nd be it cnaited, That in cafe any fabje@ of France, or other dominion

myy Of his Mofk Chriftian Majefty, who hath/ qualified’ or fhall qualify himfelf as a
s citizen of this flate, by fettling therein, and by giving thofe affurances of allegi-
- ance-and attachment to the feme, which:are or.thall'be sequired of the citizens of

the fame, (hall die feized in fee of any real eftate, the laft will or teftament of
fuch decedent, in favour of the fubjeds of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, or any of
them, whether refiding in France or elfewhere, fhall be good and available in the
law, and the devifee or devifees appointed in and by fuch will or teftament fthall
bz deemed to be citizens of this flate, for the purpofe of taking and recovering
fach devife or devifes ; or # fuch décedent hath died or fhall die inteftate, the

-natural kindred of fuch decedent, whether refiding in France or elfewhere, fhall

inherit his or her réal eftate, ig like manner as if fuch decedent and his kindred
were the citizens of this ftate. .
V. 1drovived nicverthelefs, That whenever any fubje@t of France fhall become
feized in fec of any real eftate within this ftate, by virtue of any fuch laft will or
‘ - teftament,



